after all that all good things come to an end. After 12 years of working with Libraries Unlimited, Ron Maas will be leaving the company due to a reorganization. Ron says he has mixed feelings. He has enjoyed his time working with us as wonderful partners, and he hopes we will cross paths somewhere farther down the road. In the meantime, if you have questions about your work with Libraries Unlimited, be sure to check in with Barbara ittner <bittner@abc-clio.com> who has been at LU longer than Ron (she started with the company when Ron was 12), and Ron says we are in good hands with her and LU will continue to be a force for positive change in the markets that we all serve. Ron can be reached at <Ronmaas99@gmail.com>, or at his home phone 203-373-9597. If you are on LinkedIn, send Ron a connection, and say something nice. He is way too young to retire! Just back from a fabulous trip! We had the 13th Fiesole Collection Development Retreat in St. Petersburg, Russia. St. Petersburg is an incredibly historic city. We arrived by train from Helsinki, Finland, to the Finland Station where Lenin arrived in a sealed train to begin the Russian Revolution. We were greeted at the train station by Fred Lynden (once head of technical servives and scholarly communication at Brown and frequent attendee at the Charleston Conference) and his lovely and vivacious wife irina, who is Deputy Director General of the national Library of Russia. A cruise on the Neva River gave us a look at many famous landmarks and elegant palaces, and I had to pinch myself when we attended a Russian ballet (Ondine) at the Marlinsky Theater. Fred looks great! He could be a poster child for retirement. And so does irina who could be a poster child for working! Hmmm …Oh! Almost forgot! The Retreat! There were many excellent papers given by a host of international librarians, publishers, and vendors. 
